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This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the request of Verizon South, Inc., ("Verizon" or the "Company") to

extend the deadline set out in Commission Order No. 2001-996, dated October 10, 2001,

requiring Verizon to file its first tariff associated with the South Carolina Universal

Service Fund (USF) no later than April 1, 2002.

Commission Order No. 2001-996 sets out the guidelines and administrative

procedures for the USF, and provides that after implementation of the first step of the

Initial Phase of implementation of the USF, but no later than April 1, 2002, the ILECs

may file tariffs to reduce other rates providing implicit support. Such filings will be

considered by the Commission and a decision rendered by September 1, 2002, for inclusion

in the state USF effective October 1, 2002.

By letter filed with the Commission April 1, 2002, Verizon's State Director

requested the Commission to extend the April 1, 2002 deadline that had been set out in
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Order No. 2001-996to file its tariffs associatedwith the USF. Verizon respectfully

requeststhat an extensionbe granteduntil June 1, 2002, to file the Company'srelated

tariffs. Additionally, Verizon statesthat the Companyconcurswith the SouthCarolina

TelephoneCoalition's (SCTC)filing datedMarch22, 2002,wherein SCTCbelievesthat

suchanextensionwould not significantlyimpact theCommission'sability to implement

additionalUSF fundingthatmaybe requestedby October1,2002.

The Commissionfinds andconcludesthat Verizon's requestfor an extensionof

timeto file its tariffs associatedwith theUSFshouldbegranted.

IT ISTHEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. Theinitial deadlineof April 1,2002,assetforth in CommissionOrderNo.

2001-996,shall be extendedto June 1, 2002, for Verizon South, Inc. to file its tariffs

associatedwith theSouthCarolinaUniversalServiceFund.

2. This Ordershall remainin full forceand effectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.
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